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SENT DEPARTMENT 1723,* REPEATED 
768, CINCPAC POL AD 542 . / 


INFORMATION PRIORITY VIENTIANE 


IK?. DEPTEL l 44 l. 


BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT TG BE BRIEFED SOONEST ON COURSES OF ACTION 
ESPECIALLY POINT (C) POLITICAL. 

/ 

WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND GUIDANCE DEPT CAN 
GIVE ME OUR THINKING ON POL IT I CAL COURSE OF ACTION TO MEET WHAT 
I FEAR WILL BE INTERPRETED BY THAIS AS SHARP CHANGE IN OUR 
PREVIOUS Pa ICY OF SEEKING IMPROVEMENT IN RLG MILITARY POSTURE 
PRIOR TO ACCEPTING CEASE FIRE OR PaiTICAL NEGOTIATIONS. 

WHILE HAVING GRAVE DOUBTS ON CAPABILITY FAL RETAKE PLAINES DES 
JARRES AT THIS TIME WITH SUPPORT MILL POND WE HAVE NOT HERE HAD 
IMPRESSION OF MAJOR PL OFFENSIVE OR FAL DEFENSIVE SITUATION SO 
SERIOUS AS TO REQUIRE NOW SEEK CEASE FIRE AND PAYING PRICE OF 
ICC AND CONFERENCE. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE BACKGROUND GUIDANCE 
ON CONTEMPLATED RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MILL POND, WITH ITS 
OBJECTIVE OF RECAPTURE OF PLAINES DE JARRES, WITHOUT SEATO OR 
OTHER OVERT INTERVENTION AND CONTEMPLATED RLG APPEAL TO SEATO 
UNDER CONDITIONS SET FORTH REFTEL. 


AM DOUBTFUL OF SARIT'S RECEPTIVITY TO THOUGHT OF MOVING SEATO 

FORCE INTO THAILAND ONLY FOR CONTINGENT USE IN LAOS. HOWEVER, 
CAN EXPLORE THIS. WITH HIM IF DESIRED. 

NOTE: Mr. Parson's office (FE) notified of 
receipt of message 10:30Am 3/23/61 
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